DCF referral information for ACT 264 meeting

A Note to Referral Source:  This form was created with the intention of providing DCF with pertinent information that outlines the reasons why an Act 264 meeting is being held.  The information provided to DCF – who often has no prior knowledge of the youth and/or family – can and should be shared with other members of the Act 264 team.  Often the answers to these referral questions eliminate the need for DCF to ask clarifying questions during the Act 264 meeting, both saving time and the need for a family’s “retelling” of their particular story.
Please complete the following questions and fax to Susan Akey-Giles at:  802-863-7516.

QUESTIONS TO ASK ---- ACT 264 REFERRALS

· Child’s Name, Age, School, Grade, Referral source, Parents  names, address, and phone # –  
· What is the specific situation that warrants an Act 264 meeting?  How can we be helpful? –
· What’s the family/home situation?  Is the child adopted? – 

· Behavioral/academic concerns? 504 accommodations? Special Ed—what qualifiers? History of Alternative placements?  Has child been reviewed in school’s EST? –
· Does the youth have a history of Truancy?  Is the youth currently truant?  Has there been any

legal action due to truancy? – 
· Mental Health involvement currently? School Social Worker? First Call? Private insurance/private providers ?  Medicaid? History of Baird, NFI, IFBS services?  Hospitalizations or E-beds? Diagnosis?  Medications? Substance abuse? Antisocial behavior? Legal involvement? Charges? –
· DCF involvement?  Any reports of abuse/neglect filed in the past?  Open case? Caseworker? Ever been in custody?  Probation? –
· Other agencies involved?  VFN, VT Federation, Child Protection Team, Spectrum? – 

· Who is on the child’s team? Who is the case manager?  Natural supports? –

· What does the child and family want? – 
· Is out-of-home placement being considered? – 
· All providers and natural supports should be invited to an Act 264 meeting.

· If the child doesn’t have a clear interagency team around him/her, help referral source figure out who should be on the team and whether or not Act 264 Partnership members need to attend the meeting as well.

· Let the case manager know Act 264 Partnership Parent Rep is available to consult with the parent prior to the meeting if desired.

· Is referral source anticipating conflicts about funding/services in this meeting?  If so, what behind the scenes work can we do as a Partnership prior to the meeting to be helpful?

